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sail from Dieppe), they contrived a plan which they
considered capable of injuring us. Two of them ™
had made a contract with Monsieur de Potrincourt to
load and equip his ship, [5] in which we were to make
the voyage. They straightway declared that they
would have nothing more to do with the vessel, if it
were going to carry any Jesuits. It was a remark-
able exhibition of malice, as was easy to prove,
especially when the catholics informed them that
they were in duty bound not to reject the Jesuits,
since it was the formal order of the Queen.*

However, nothing could be gained from them, and
the Catholics were again obliged to have recourse to
the Queen. Her Majesty writes to the governor of
the city, a zealous and pious catholic, and charges
him to inform the heretics that it is her will that the
Jesuits be received in the ship which is about to de-
part for New France, and that no obstacle be put in
their way.

When these letters are received, the governor as-
sembles what is called the consistory, namely, all
faithful disciples of Calvin. He reads the Queen’s
letters and urges them to be obedient. Some of them,
namely, those who were well disposed toward us,
boldly declare that they also are of the same opinion;
and they try to induce the merchants to yield. But
they declare that for their part they are not the mas-
ters. At least they say this in public; but in private
one of the merchants who was charged with fitting
out the vessel, protested that he would put nothing
into it; that the Queen, if she wished, could deprive
him [6] of his right, but that he certainly would not
yield it otherwise.

What was to be done ? In truth, all proceedings



